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It’s not a river you love at first sight. Where man has 
ttled, its banks are covered with mud, silt and empty oil 
ums. It’s the color of curry paste and sometimes it smells. 
od if the mosquitoes don’t get you the black flies might. 
Happily there’s more to it. Enough in fact to lure travelers 

part with more than $1,000 apiece to cruise her 1,200- 
ile course from the Northwest Territories town of Hay 
iver on Great Slave Lake to Inuvik north of the Arctic 
rele. 

The river is the Mackenzie, Canada’s longest natural 
land waterway and a lifeline to the western Arctic. Five 
ars ago Captain Don Teétrault, a native Montrealer, 
‘cided there had to be enough curious people wanting to 
plore North America’s last frontier. Now approaching his 
urth season, he has proven his point. 
If this smacks of rugged adventure, then relax. Tétrault’s 
uise ship, the 103-foot Norweta, is a custom-built craft 
pable of carrying 20 passengers per trip with a commend- 
le amount of attention to comfort. Dinner fare might 
nge from caribou steak to tournedos Rossini with perhaps 
bottle of Mumm’s on the side. It might also be a feast of 
2shly caught arctic grayling cooked in butter on a pebble 
‘ach by a bonfire, 100 miles from nowhere. 
This summer, between June and October, the Norweta 
ill make 18 week-long trips, nine north and nine south. The 
,185 per person price tag is based on double occupancy 
ach cabin has its own shower and toilet) and includes all 
eals on board ship, bus services and return air trans- 
yrtation from Edmonton. 
On the northbound journey the starting point is Hay River, 
“st settled as a Hudson’s Bay trading post in 1868. 
continued on page 12 & 


@ On ne peut vraiment pas dire qu’il soit trés attirant, ce 
fleuve, avec ses eaux limoneuses et parfois malodorantes, ses 
berges vaseuses parsemées de bidons vides: c’est le royaume 
du moustique et de la mouche noire. 

Et pourtant, il a aussi ses charmes puisqu’il se trouve des 
gens qui acceptent volontiers de débourser $1 000 pour une 
croisi¢ére de 1 200 milles entre Hay River, sur le Grand Lac 
des Esclaves, dans les Territoires du Nord-Ouest, et Inuvik, 
au nord du cercle polaire. 

Ce fleuve est le Mackenzie, la plus longue voie navigable 
naturelle du Canada et un lien vital pour tout l’ouest arcti- 
que. Il y a cing ans, le capitaine Don Tétrault, Montréalais 
d’origine et vétéran de la guerre de Corée et d’opérations de 
sauvetage a Vancouver, se dit qu'il devait sirement y avoir 
des gens que lidée d’un voyage dans la région la plus 
septentrionale du continent nord-américain intéresserait. 

Le bateau du capitaine Tétrault, le Norweta, a été cons- 
truit spécialement pour cette croisiére; il fait 103 pieds de 
long et peut transporter 20 passagers. Au menu, caribou et 
tournedos Rossini se font concurrence et les meilleurs 
champagnes figurent sur la carte des vins. Parfois, c’est 4 un 
feu de joie que vous serez convié, sur une plage de galets, a 
100 milles de tout, pour un festin d’ombre de l’Arctique. 

Entre juin et octobre prochains, le Norweta fera 18 
voyages d’une semaine, neuf vers le nord et neuf vers le sud, 
pour le prix de $1 185 par personne, comprenant la cabine 
pour deux avec douche et toilette, les repas, les trajets en 
autobus et l’aller-retour par avion depuis Edmonton. 

C’est 4 Hay River, un ancien poste établi en 1868 par la 
Compagnie de la Baie d’Hudson, que commence le périple 
vers le nord. Aujourd’hui, c’est un centre de commerce et le 

suite ala page 13 ®@ 


Delicate but hardy flowers enjoy a brief burst of glory in the short 
‘ctic summer. 


The 265-ton Norweta is specially designed for safe travel along the 
ackenzie. A shallow draft lets her manoeuvre close to the shore and a 
000 horsepower diesel engine can easily keep her out of any trouble. 


At Tuktoyaktuk on the Beaufort Sea a young Eskimo girl plays on the 
ach while her father mends his fishing nets nearby. 


>Jan to stop over several days in Inuvik and hire yourself a private plane. 
is is the only way to sight a herd of reindeer galloping across the tundra. 
an your flight for the evening and watch the sun almost set over the 
ackenzie Delta. 

Herve’s shower-bath emporium in Hay River still does a brisk business 


jugh it’s hardly a surprise. The only paved road is uptown near the 
yernment offices. Lower towners haye to make do with the dust. 


1 Les fleurs de l’Arctique, menues mais robustes, ont une vie bréve mais 
glorieuse. 


2 Le Norweta, qui jauge 265 tonnes, a été construit spécialement pour 
naviguer sur le Mackenzie. Son faible tirant d’eau et son moteur diesel de 
1 000 forces en font un bateau sir et de manoeuvre facile. 


3 Une petite Esquimaude joue sur la gréve tandis que son pére répare son 
filet de péche, 4 Tuktoyaktuk, sur la mer de Beaufort. 


4 Inuvik mérite qu’on lui consacre plusieurs jours. Vous pouvez y louer un 
petit avion, de la Reindeer Air Services par exemple. C’est la seule facon 
d’observer un troupeau de caribous en liberté sur Ja toundra, et aussi 
d’admirer l’interminable coucher de soleil sur le delta du Mackenzie. 


5 Les affaires sont bonnes aux bains publics de Herve, a Hay River, ce qui 
n’est pas surprenant vu que tous les chemins de la basse ville sont encore 
en terre. 
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not only reading the transcript on the 
air, I was acting the parts.’’ A Marcel 
Marceau with vocal cords — and Webster 
was instantly a Vancouver institution. 

He’s had overtures from three political 
parties but so far has preferred his free- 
dom, which enables him among other 
things to spend lunch hours playing an 
astonishingly aggressive game of paddle 
ball for an overweight 55-year-old. 

And there’s the farm, where the Clyde- 
side lad plays landed gentry. Every 
weekend he retreats with wife Margaret 
and often one of his three grown children 
to the refuge on tiny Saltspring Island, a 
30-minute seaplane jaunt south of Van- 
couver where one of his current neigh- 
bors is Malcolm Muggeridge, who is 
completing his memoirs. 

On the farm, city boy Webster is a 
frenetic host, frightening the wits out of 
guests with bucketing drives in a jeep 
over rough forested trails, showing off 
his own stream and waterwheel. Children 
who don’t behave are hoisted high in the 
air in the bucket of a front-loader and 
left for half an hour, white with terror. 

Webster is a hopeless hypochondriac, 
the intelligent man’s answer to those 
little old ladies who show up in the 
doctor’s office each time a new disease is 
discovered in Reader’s Digest. Listeners 
patiently endure his never-ending battle 
to give up cigarettes and booze and lose 
weight. It’s never better than a draw. 

He’s insecure, vain, hyper, talented, 
noisy, kind and exhausting. He’s known 
locally by many titles: Blather McHaggis, 
Jock McSporran, the unofficial hum- 
bugsman of the people, The Oatmeal 
Savage. The other day he unearthed an 
early school report card on himself: “A 
quick slapdash worker capable of a much 
more conscientious output.’’ Says Web- 
ster: ““They weren’t all that stupid, were 
they?” 

He describes himself as ‘‘an involun- 
tary public therapist.” That’s about it, if 
you want to understand Jack Webster. 

Allan Fotheringham is a columnist for 
the Vancouver Sun in B.C. ® 
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It’s people helping peop: 


Each day CARE feeds millions of hungry families | ja, 
Africa, and Latin America. But, these people hunger *: re 
than food: the chance to help themselv: 


Canadian CARE Teams throug 
developing world work to teac: 
people in an effort to provid: 
== nutrition, safe water, pe! 
housing, less illiteracy, mo 
better medical ser- 
vices, and informa- 


tion about family 
planning. Through 
CARE’s _ partnership 
= program local govern- 
ments give what 
they can and the 
people volunteer their labour. 
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It all starts with your contribution to 
CARE. For $2.00 CARE can provide 
nourishing food to 180 children. 
$5.00 provides a CARE-MEDICO 
team with enough suturing materials for 20 operations. $10.00 
provides enough cement to mold 
400 construction blocks. 


CARE is people helping people to 
help themselves. But most of all, 
CARE is YOU making all this 
possible, 

Send your dollars to: 

CARE Canada Department 4 

63 Sparks St. Ottawa, K1P 5A6 


Please cut out this coupon and return it with your donation. CARE will 
send you an official receipt and a report on current overseas programs. f 


| enclose $ to help through CARE, 
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ndian and Eskimo mothers believe with old-fashioned logic _ 
that children will sleep when they're tired and if they | 
want to be on the sandlot at 3 a.m., that’s fine with them. 


Today it’s a commercial centre and a 
loading depot for barges feeding supplies 
to the northern communities. 

As is the case in all the larger northern 
towns (Hay River’s population is 3,000), 
the town is divided into two sections — 
the ‘old town’ and the ‘new town’. The 
modern section is just that, squat con- 
crete buildings, mostly government 
offices, stores, a Supermarket and several 
hotels. Neat, clean, and antiseptic. The 
‘old town’ by contrast belongs to another 
century. It’s a dusty main street with 
raised boardwalks and a motley assort- 
ment of wooden shacks with false store 
fronts, resembling a set for a Sergio 
Leone western. Saturday nights here are 
taken seriously. The bars are rough and 
tumble, and if you want to see what’s 
going on, try for a table near the door. 

The cruise proper begins at Fort Pro- 
vidence to avoid a particularly nasty set 
of rapids which bent a propeller shaft on 
the boat’s first shakedown cruise. Trans- 
portation by bus, is of course, provided 
with a stop on the way to see and photo- 
graph the Lady Evelyn Falls. 

Once on board things settle down to a 
leisurely pace. 

The cruise purposely avoids any rigid 


RICHEST GOLD 
MINE 
ei WNT 


“Richest gold mine in the N.W.T.” — Although 
it’s not on the cruise itinerary, stop off for a few 
days in Yellowknife on the way back. Located 
on the northern shore of Great Slave Lake, this 
is gold country and the capital of the Northwest 
Territories. 


“La plus riche mine des Territoires du Nord- 
Ouest.” Méme si cela ne fait pas partie de la 
croisiére, allez passer quelques jours a Yellow- 
knife au retour. La capitale des Territoires du 
Nord-Ouest est située en plein coeur du pays de 
Vor, sur la rive nord du Grand Lac des Esclaves. 
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a z 
A string of freshly caught grayling await the 
frying pan. Lightly done in butter is best. 


Ombres a peine sortis de |’eau qu’on fera cuire 
dans la poéle avec un peu de beurre. 


schedule. Stops are made at most of the 
dozen or so settlements along the way 
and passengers are free to explore on 
their own. If a certain community is 
particularly appealing, the captain will 
readily agree to a longer stopover provid- 
ing he can later catch up on his timetable. 

If fishing is your bag tell the captain. 
He’ll be happy to stop off at Great Bear 
River where an Indian guide will take 
you by canoe to the finest grayling waters 
in the north. Fishing in these parts is 
ridiculously simple. If you don’t know 
one end of a rod from the other it doesn’t 
matter. 

If you can get the line in the water 
you’re guaranteed to catch your supper. 

Summers in the Arctic are not what 
you might expect. Harsh and bitterly 
cold in the winter, temperatures this time 
of year range up into the 70s and the only 
time you'll need a sweater is in the 
evenings. 

Don’t count on much sleep either, at 
least for the first few days. The concept 
of time as we know it means little in the 
Arctic — in the Eskimo vocabulary it 
simply doesn’t exist — so be prepared for 
some readjustments. 

Watching a group of kids playing base- 
ball as the sun sinks over the horizon is 
not unusual in itself, but it is a little 
strange when it’s three o’clock in the 
morning. Watching the sun pop up again 
only two hours later only adds to the 
confusion. Indian and Eskimo mothers 
believe with old-fashioned logic that 


children will sleep when they’re tired) 
if they want to be on the sandlo 
3 a.m., that’s fine with them. | 

Although you may have picked tu 
pelt or two from an Indian trapper on 
way, save most of your shopping. 
Inuvik. Even if prices seem remark 
close to back home, the government 
co-op here offers some of the finest pi 
of Eskimo sculpture you’re likely to’ 
anywhere. 

The final leg is by plane (this to 
included in your original fare) to 
Eskimo fishing village of Tuktoyak 
(translation: “It looks like caribou” 
desolate community on the Beaufort 
Eddie Gruben, an Eskimo capitalist, 
be happy to show you the inside of ar 
pingo and where to buy the best par! 

Tuk is probably the only spot on 
tour where you'll get a glimpse of 
flows. Don’t be too shy here to roll 
your trousers for a paddle in the Ar 
Ocean. Everyone does. 

The plane returns several hours 1. 
and the trip is over. There is, of cours 
lot more in the offing — everything ft 
living in a log cabin for five days toa 
tournament in Yellowknife that beg 
logically enough, at midnight. 

Bookings can be made through But 
field and Robinson Travel in Toros 
Ontario, or direct through Arctic Cn 
Lines, Box 63, Hay River, N.W.T. 


Fur trader Bob Porrit is the man to see in | 
River. Ask for his general store in the 
town’ section. Red fox pelts start at $12, si 
fox at $30. 


Au magasin “général” de Hay River, on 
dira ot trouver Bob Porrit, le traitant de 1 
rures. Les peaux de renard rouge se ven 


$12 et plus, celles du renard argenté, $3 
plus. 


vos lainages que vers le soir. 


ile chargement pour les barges qui 
hillent les villages du nord. 

imme c’est le cas pour a peu prés 
is les agglomérations de quelqu’im- 
ince dans cette région (Hay River 
ite 3 000 habitants), la ville se divise 
(ux quartiers: Ja “‘vieille ville” et la 
! nouvelle’’. Celle-ci, moderne et 
propre, se compose inévitablement 
ices gouvernementaux, en béton et 
bas, de magasins, d’un supermarché 
i> quelques hétels. Mais dans la 
le ville’, on se croirait revenu 100 
n arriére, dans un décor de western: 
rue poudreuse avec de part et 
re les cambuses en bois et les fausses 
hitures de magasins, alignées le long 
frottoirs surélevés. Méme les bars 
tels qu’on se les imagine, tapageurs 
jimés. 

utefois, afin d’éviter des rapides 
iculiérement sournois qui pourraient 
jisement endommager l’arbre de 
ce, comme cela s’est d’ailleurs déja 
uit, c’est a Fort Providence que 
nence la croisiére proprement dite. 
tobus qui amene les voyageurs 
ie 1a, fait un arrét en cours de route 
| leur permettre d’admirer les chutes 
Evelyn. 

bord, tout se déroule sous le signe de 
tente, pas d’horaire rigide, et les pas- 
‘s sont libres de visiter a leur gré la 
aine de villages disséminés le long du 
ours. 


ise d’Inuvik, en forme d’iglou. Il y a, dans 
xe épiscopale d’Aklavic, une peinture re- 
ntant la sainte Vierge et l’Enfant vétus 
raks. 


-rowed design, the igloo church in Inuvik. 
e Episcopal church at Aklavic a painting 
the altar shows Mary and the Infant Jesus 
ed in arctic parkas. 


Jeune Indienne de la tribu des Dogribs. 
A young Indian girl of the Dogrib tribe. 


Les paysages sont variés et parfois 
méme spectaculaires. Collines violacées, 
foréts profondes, rapides écumants se 
succédent, et une gorge calcaire longue de 
sept milles et profonde de 200 pieds ne 
manque jamais d’impressionner le voya- 
geur le plus blasé. 

Si c’est la péche qui vous intéresse, 
alors vous serez comblé. Le capitaine 
Tétrault se fera un plaisir d’arréter a la 
Grande Riviére del’Ours ot un guide in- 
dien vous fera découvrir les meilleurs en- 
droits pour pécher l’ombre. Et surtout, 
ne vous tracassez pas si votre style n’a 
rien de professionnel. Tout ce que vous 
avez a faire, c’est de mettre votre ligne a 
Veau: le poisson mord a tout coup. 

L’été boréal n’est pas ce que l’on pour- 
rait croire. En effet, aprés les froids ex- 
trémes de l’hiver, le thermometre se 
maintient a cette période de l’année, dans 
les 70 4 80 degrés Fahrenheit, et vous 
n’enfilerez vos lainages que vers le soir. 

Quant a vos premiéres nuits arctiques, 
elles seront probablement blanches, car 
Ja-bas, V’heure ne signifie pas grand- 
chose, c’est un concept qui n’existe méme 
pas dans la langue esquimaude. Vos 
habitudes s’en trouveront donc sans 
doute légérement chambardées. Ainsi, il 
ne faudra pas se surprendre de voir des 
enfants jouer au baseball au soleil cou- 
chant, a 3h du matin . . . et se surprendre 
encore moins deux heures plus tard de 
voir déja le solei] se lever! Quant aux 
méres indiennes et esquimaudes, elles 
savent bien, avec leur traditionnel bon 
sens, que les enfants se couchent d’eux- 


n été, le thermometre se maintient dans les 
70 a 80 degrés Fahrenheit, et vous n’enfilez 


mémes quand ils sont fatigués. 

Il est probable qu’en cours de route 
vous ne saurez pas résister aux superbes 
fourrures des trappeurs indiens, et il 
serait dommage de ne rien rapporter 
d’Inuvik, car on trouve a la coopérative 
de l’endroit, gérée par le gouvernement, 
de fort belles piéces de sculpture esqui- 
maude. 

La derniére partie du voyage se fait en 
avion (ceci est également compris dans 
votre billet), jusqu’a Tuktoyaktuk, ce qui 
signifie 4 peu prés: “qui ressemble a un 
caribou’’, un village de pécheurs perdu 
sur les bords de la mer de Beaufort. La, 
Eddie Gruben, un esquimau “‘capita- 
liste’’, se fera une joie de vous montrer 
Vintérieur d’un pingo et de vous diriger 
la oi se vendent les plus beaux anoraks. 

Tuktoyaktuk est également le seul en- 
droit ot vous aurez l’occasion de voir des 
banquises et de vous tremper les pieds 
dans la mer Arctique. 

Mais c’est déja la fin du voyage et le 
retour par avion. Toutes les ressources de 
la région n’auront cependant pas été 
épuisées, car si l’on veut, on peut encore 
vivre comme un trappeur dans une ca- 
bane en bois rond a moins que |’on ne 
préfére participer au tournoi de golf de 
Yellowknife qui commence a minuit, 
comme il se doit! 

Pour réserver, s’adresser 4 Butterfield 
and Robinson Travel, Toronto, Ont., ou 
directement a Arctic Cruise Lines, casier 
postal 63, Hay River, T. du N.-O. ® 


Le capitaine Tétrault prépare un feu pour un 
pique-nique nocturne. 


Captain Tétrault builds a fire for a late night 
cookout. 
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Air Canada’s 
world 


Air Canada has 84,000 miles of 
world routes to bring you within 
easy reach of many major vacation 
and business centres on the globe. 
What better way is there to really 
get to know a country, than by driv- 
ing through its towns and country- 
side. We'll fly you to Paris, Zurich, 
Frankfurt or Vienna, then you can 
take to the roads. Explore France’s 
artistic heritage, for every corner of 
France has a story to tell. Discover 
the fine products of Swiss craftsman- 
ship as you wander through the 
narrow cobblestone shopping streets 
of Switzerland. Germany has a re- 
markable network of holiday road- 
ways which are to be savored and 
enjoyed unhurriedly. A drive through 
Austria can be a unique experience 
for it’s a fantastic showcase of 
castles. 
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